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PRESIDENT, RELIANCE LIFE SCIENCES

‘China & Russia
areon our radar’

| At a time when Reliance Industries is

aggressively beefing up its overseas
presence, the company’s life sciences
arm is bracing itself to tap global op-
portunities in the regulated, semi-reg-
ulated and emerging markets.
Followingitsplanstoentertheregulat-
ed US, Japan, Australia and Europe
markets through formulations export

infourtherapeuticareas, RelianceLife

Sciences (RLS)isintheprocessof regis-
tering products for biosimilars and
plasma proteins in the semi-regulated
markets. The company, which grew
60% in 2009-10, has set up offices in

Dubai, Sao Pauloand Singapore. Rus”

d Chinaare itsradar, says
KV Subramaniam, president & CEO,
in an exclusive interview with

MG Arun. Excerpts:

Thereisint tiviti In-
dian c ies in the biopharma
space . How geared up is RLS to tap
theglobalopportunityinthi ?

Reliance Life Sciences has the
largest biosimilars pipeline in the in-
dustry. Wehavelaunched four biosim-
ilars — ReliFeron (recombinant
interferon a), ReliPoietin (recombi-
nant erythropoietin), ReliGrast (re-
combinant = granulocyte colony
stimulatingfactor)and MIRel(recom-
binantreteplase—tissueplasminogen
activator). Three biosimilars are ex-
pected to be launched by March 2011,
making Reliance Life Sciences the
largest in terms of the product offer-
ing. ReliFeron, ReliPoietin and Re-
liGrast are being exported to
semi-regulated markets. Reliance
Life Sciences will launch these prod-
ucts in foreign markets with the help
of distributionpartners.

You have decided to make a selec-
tive entry into the pharmaceutical
space after the global slowdown
impacted your large-scale plans.
Whatwillyourfocusbeinpharma?

Wehad toreconfigure our plansfor
the pharma space owing to the down-
turn in the commodity business,
where our parent firm is involved.
Now, our focus is on the specialty
range of pharmaceutical products.
The company has launched four
formulations — temozolomide,
capecitabine, pemetrexed and ima-
tinib — in India. We plan to export
these formulations to semi-regulated
marketsaswellasalsoenterregulated
markets such as the US, Europe, Aus-

tralia and Japan. Drug master files
havebeen filed inthe USfor three mol-
ecules. We are also building anew on-
cology formulation facility at Navi
Mumbai. 5

What are the new markets you will
enterinyourglobal pursuit?
Wearegoingthroughaproductreg-
istration process for biosimilars and
plasma proteins in many semi-regu-
latedmarkets. Wehavesetupofficesin
Dubai, Sao Paulo and Singapore. The
nextdestinationswouldbe Russiaand
China. We do believe that China will
be an attractive market for our prod-
uctportfolio. Weare workingonregis-
teringourproductsinthere.

What are the high points of the
progressRLS deinbiofuel ?

‘We are developing an India-centric,
global biofuel initiative covering
biodiesel (from jatropha and other
non-food oil seed crops), bioethanol
(from cellulosic biomass) and biobu-
tanol (from cellulosic biomass). The
Reliance biofuels initiative isbased on
the principles of using marginal land
andstayingawayfromfertilelandused
for food crops; working with marginal
farmerstohelp improvequalityof rur-
al livelihood and incomes; promoting
multi-culture agronomy and building
abusinessthatisrobusttolowpricesof
crude oil. Reliance has successfully
grown jatropha along with horticul-
ture and medicinal inter crops. It
has also developed hybrid varieties of '
Jatrophaandaplanttissueculturepro-
tocol for Jatropha. It has commis-
sioneda6,500tonneperyearpilotplant
in Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh for
biodiesel production and developed
second-generation processes for pro-
duction of bioethanol and biobutanel .
atalabscale.




